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Headteacher: Mr B Lord 

19th March 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Re: Coronavirus update – school closure to most pupils 
 
Following on from my last update on COVID-19, I am now writing to make you aware that we have been instructed 
to close the school to almost all children after our gates close on Friday 20 March at 3:20 until further notice.  
 
As advised by the government, we will do all we can to stay open for the children of key workers (e.g. NHS staff, 
police and others in frontline services) and children with certain needs. The government are classifying key workers 
as the following: - 

✓ Health and social care 
✓ Education and childcare 
✓ Key public services 
✓ Local and national government 
✓ Food and other necessary goods 
✓ Public safety and national security 
✓ Transport 
✓ Utilities, communication and financial services 

 
If children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus spreading. That is why the 
government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever possible, and asked schools to remain 
open only for those children who absolutely need to attend. It is important to underline that schools remain safe 
places for children. But the fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer children in educational 
settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect vulnerable individuals in wider society. 
 
Therefore, if you believe that you fall into this category, please respond to the email sent on Friday through 
ParentPay or contact me directly with your child’s name, class and the role that you have. Please note that we will 
require seeing evidence from your employer that you are a key worker.  
 
All other children will need to stay at home, so we ask that you do not send your child into school from Monday 
onwards. Please note that this is a national closure directed by the government, as you are likely to have heard in 
the news last night. The school will aim to re-open as soon as we are directed to, and will let you know when this is 
by contacting you via an email from ParentPay. It is essential therefore, that contact information for all children is 
up to date. We will also post a message on our school website (www.longsutton.lincs.sch.uk) and twitter feed 
(@LongsuttonPS), so do please check these regularly.  
 
For families in receipt of Free School Meals, we will continue to provide a meal which can be collected daily from 
the school between 12:00 and 12:30. Currently, we will not be offering vouchers. The school will notify you by 
telephone today if you are eligible. 
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What we will continue doing while your child is at home 
Your child’s learning is of course very important to us, so we will continue to help your child to learn. 

✓ Today all children will be receiving a home learning pack of different English, Maths and Science activities 
that they can complete while off school. We will give you full details of how they should be used in the 
pack. 

✓ School are expecting children to complete the work within these packs and we will post answers on our 
school website for parents/carers to access if they wish. 

✓ Within the children’s packs, they will have received their logins for Times Tables Rock Stars, Purple Mash, 
Pixl and Spelling/Maths Shed for them to access while they are off. Staff will be setting work on Purple 
Mash and there will be opportunities for competitions on TTRS. 

✓ Children will still be expected to read regularly at home while we are closed. By today, children will have 
brought home their school reading book and reading record and any reading completed at home should be 
recorded as normal. 

✓ For any child who is not in school, the home learning packs will be delivered to their house at the start of 
next week. 

✓ For parents of children in Reception, you will still have access to your child’s Evidence Me account. We 
would love to see photos of the activities you complete with your child so that these can be added on to 
your child’s learning profile. 

 
What we will not be able to go ahead with 

✓ The government have announced that all national curriculum testing has been cancelled for this year. This 
includes Y2 and Y6 SATs, Y1 Phonics Screening Check and Y4 Multiplication Check. 

✓ Easter School for Y6 will now be cancelled 
 
This is as much as we know right now and we appreciate your continued patience as we deal with this ever-
changing situation. We understand that this latest news will have an impact on you and your family, but we will 
continue to keep in touch with any updates as the situation develops.  
 
As always, please do come and speak to me if you have any concerns. Thank you again for your continued support, 
and we will be in touch with more information when we can. 
 
Best wishes 

 
 
Bill Lord 
Headteacher 

 


